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General Guidelines for Designing an Acanthus Leaf

-

STEP & Start by drawing a basic leaf shape with

STEP 2 Draw “eyes” (tear-drop shapes that give the
impression of a hole where the separate lobes of the
leaf overlap). Next, extend lines from the “eyes” to
show the upper edge of the overlapping lobes.

)

STEP % Next, define the lower edges of the separate
lobes. I have also drawn dotted lines to show the
unseen edge of the lobes. These dotted lines should

flow from the eye to meet with the newly-drawn edge.

STEP 4 FErase any unnecessary lines to eliminate
confusion.

STEP % Draw the serrations on the individual lobes.
AMERICAN PERIOD FURNITURE

STEP & Erase any unnecessary lines.

—

="

L/L/’\/év‘

STEP 7 Draw the “pipe.” The pipe is a raised area that
extends from the eye and gently flows into the center vein.
This pipe is common in most stylized acanthus leaves.

STEP & Draw vein lines down the center of the indi-
vidual lobes. These lines also flow into the center vein
and should have a gentle curve to them.

STEP 9 Continue drawing detail lines. These should
also all flow towards a center vein.

STEP 10: Now you can make your acanthus unique
by re-shaping or twisting the various leaf tips. Mary May
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. ; STEP 1: Round the front corner STEP 2: Photocopy and enlarge STEP 3: Fill in details of leaf using

with a chisel and rasp, then mark the photo to match sige of leg as close as “Guidelines for Designing an Acan-

centerline by measuring with calipers. possible. Cut out and trace edges. thus Leaf’.
-
3

STEP 4: Use tracing paper or vellum STEP 5: With gouges that match the STEP 6: Turn the pattern over

to trace the design. profile of the leaf, cut out the design. and trace around the edge of the

This can also be done with scissors. design on the other side of leg.

STEP 7: To transfer the detail lines of ~ STEP 8: Begin by carving a 1/16” degp  STEP 9: Select gouges that correspond
the leaves, place carbon paper under 17 around the outside edge of line with v to the leaf outline and make vertical
tracing paper and finish drawing lines. chisel (F#41- 5 mm). _ stop cuts 116" deep to define the edge.
STEP 10: Lower the background STEP 11: Continue to lower the back- ~ STEP 12: Use the #3, 3mm to
using the following gonges: #3- 14mm, ground areas. In some areas you may clean up difficult to reach areas.

#3- 6 mm, and #3- 3mm. have to go across the grain as shown.

74  AMERICAN PERIOD FURNITURE
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STEP 25: Invert a #3- 6mm to STEP 26: Continne rounding over STEP 27: Here is another example of
round over various leaf sections. edges of leaf sections. Here I am us- rounding over leaf edges. Make sure
ing a #5- Smm. Your previous v-cuts remain well-defined.

-

N

STEP 28: Round over the tips of STEP 29: With a #8- Gmm, hollow STEP 30: With a #5- 5mm, make a
leaves. Most of these cuts (step 25-28) the tip of the leaf that is hwisting, small notch that separates the smaller
can be done with the gouge turned up- leaf serrations.

side down.

STEP 31: With a #5- 5mm, continwe STEP 32: With a 1-chisel, carve the STEP 33: Make a vertical stop cut at

to separate the serrations of each leaf. center vein. the tip of the twisting leaf using a #3-
Do this in all simiilar areas. ' . : Gmm to emphasize the rolling edge.

STEP 34: Shape the leaf tip by hol- STEP 35: With a small v-chisel (#41-  STEP 36: With a #3- 6mm, soften the

lowing with a #8- 6mm, and lowering — 3mm) carve texture lines on each leaf edges of the rosette as in steps 25-28. With
the area as shown above using a #3- and leaf tip. Y ou can also use a #11- a B41- 3mm 1-chisel, carve vein lines. A
6. 1mm veiner for these lines. #11- 1mm veiner can also be used.

AMERICAN PERIOD FURNITURE
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